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1 . £3 This communication is responsive to amendment of 26 May 2006 . 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Mark Kusner on 3 1 July 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1 : 

In line 22, insert -from the water line — after "reprocessor". 
In claim 3: 

In line 2, insert -a plurality of — after "comprising". 
In claim 16: 

In line 4, change "filtration systems" to -filtration system—. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The device and 
method, as set forth in claims 1, 9, and 19, is not taught or suggested by the closest prior art, 
Sundheimer (US 4,617,065). As set forth in Applicant's arguments dated 23 November 2005, 
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specifically pages 12-1 3, although Sundheimer discloses a device reprocessor including a bypass 
line 71,73 having a filtration system 75 therein, Sundheimer fails to teach or suggest a bypass 
line connected to a portion of the fluid feed line containing the filters wherein the bypass line 
bypasses the filter elements. 

As to claim 23 and the method of checking filter integrity in a reprocessor, Nakanishi et 
al. (JP 41 1 128158) teaches the use of pressure measurements to test a single filter in an 
endoscope reprocessor, but fails to teach or suggest the specific method of filter integrity testing 
as set forth in claim 23. Specifically, Nakanishi et al. discloses only measuring the pressure drop 
across a filter for determination of filter integrity. However, instant claim 23 requires a first step 
of measuring the pressure differential of gas dissipating through a filter element and a leak 
orifice and a second step of measuring the pressure differential of gas dissipating through only 
the filter element. These two measurements are then used together to determine the flow rate 
through the filter. This aspect of the invention is not taught or suggested by Nakanishi et al.. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Leigh McKane whose telephone number is 571-272-1275. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (5:30 am-2:00 pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gladys Corcoran can be reached on 571-272-1214. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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